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THE GREAT ROOM: Katia Bates in her Fort Lauderdale home; the striking chandeliers and

sconces are Murane glass that she found in a Paris antigue shop.



tian touch
A Fort Lauderdale designer with an eye
for the unusual wins a TV competition

BY CHARLYNE VARKONYI SCHAUB
Special to The Miami Herald
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semble polished marble. Antique chandeliers
and sconces crafted of Murano glass, A wood
ceiling treatment painted with a gold design

inspired by the lobby of the Danicli Hotel, a
Venetian Gothic landmark.

. Mo wonder designer Katia Bates, a Vene-
tian who redecorated the Versace mansion
twice, won the $10,000 grand prize on TLC's
Four Houses last month and an opportunity to
be featured in a future issue of Better Homes
& Gardens magazine. The show, which aired
July 30, featured four homeowners who com-
peted for the best décor.

The show “was an opportunity to show off
my own house,” she said. “Often designers get
to show what they have done for their clients
but not for themselves.”

She and her husband Tom, a builder, own 2
Innovative Creations, a firm that combines -
his construction expertise and her design tal-
ent. Their waterfront home, Contessh Vene-
ziana, showcases both talents. They have
lived there for 20 and it has grown with
their family — son Nicolo, who is starting his
first year at Southern Methodist University in

Dallas, ang 14-year-old Sophia, who attends o 4
Pinecrest in Fort Lauderdale, They tore down EHILY HCHOT/MIAHI HERALD STAFF
GUEST BEDROOM: A looking-glass view

+THRN TO DESIGNER. 4H into a secluded spot.

CRAIG DERES

ENTRAMCEWAY: The main house, known as Contessa Veneziana, features a Mediterranean style with
pecky cypress door, wrought iron railings and barrel tile roof,
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